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Hultsfred och Stockholm 2005-03-10 
 
Regeringen 
Konsumentminister Ann-Christin Nykvist 
Jordbruksdepartementet 
1033 33 STOCKHOLM 
 
Internationel Consumer Day 15 March 2005 –  
Consumers say No to GMOs 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of Konsument-Forum, being part of Sveriges Konsumenter i Samverkan to request 
that Sweden enact compulsory labelling legislation for foods containing genetically modified (GM) food. 
 
Konsument-Forum and Sveriges Konsumenter i Samverkan  have as their mission to safeguard that Swedish 
consumers Rights are respected, which in this case particularly means that all foods are clearly labelled, to give 
consumers the right to choose. We are a member of  Consumers International, a global federation of consumer 
organisations, with 250 members in 115 countries.  
 
More and more of the food produced in the world is being genetically modified. Already there are modified 
soybeans, papayas, squash, potatoes and rapeseeds on the dinner table in some countries. Yet the experimental 
nature of this new technology raises concerns for consumers about its safety for human consumption and for the 
environment. 
 
Consumers have a basic right to know what they are purchasing and eating. GM foods are different from 
conventional foods because genetic material has been added to them which could not occur in normal plant 
breeding.  For example, maize that has had genetic material from viruses and bacteria added to it in the 
laboratory which cause a bacterial pesticide to be produced throughout the plant, is fundamentally different from 
conventional maize. 
 
Labels give vital information about the ingredients in our food. When products are appropriately labelled, 
consumers are able to make informed choices based on safety, environmental, ethical, religious or moral 
concerns. 
 
At present about a third of the world’s population live in countries that have mandatory labelling of GMO food, 
including citizens of Brazil, China, the European Union, Japan, South Korea, Thailand and Australia. 
 
We therefore request that the Swedish government works for the introduction of compulsory labelling in your 
contacts with countries outside EU or via EU towards other countries.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
  
 
Bengt Ingerstam 
President of Konsument-Forum  
Member of Consumers International 
and Sveriges Konsumenter i Samverkan 
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- för ökat konsumentinflytande - 


